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Denise Haldeman envisions a playground where all children, even those with
disabilities, can play side by side. No such place currently exists in Lancaster
County, she says.

Haldeman, who has a son with cerebral palsy, is out to change that.

With a group of 40 volunteers behind her, Haldeman is spearheading an effort
to have a playground built near Mountville for children of all abilities.

The playground, to be called “Daniel’s Den Playground” (after Haldeman’s
son), will be located on land donated by Manor Church on Central Manor
Road.

Haldeman and her group are in contact with a New York firm, Leathers &
Associates, which designs custom-built special-needs playgrounds.

The firm has some nifty ideas on playground equipment that all children
can enjoy, but there’s also a“sand table,” where youngsters in wheelchairs can
create their very own sandcastles.

The price tag for the playground is $375,000. So, there’s going to be a lot of sub
sales, bakes sales and other activities to raise funds for the ambitious project.

The group has already gotten $10,000 from the Ronald McDonald Foundation
and $7,500 from Hamburger Helper, and they’re trying to secure funding from
the state.

If you'd like to donate, make your check payable to TFEC-Daniel’s Den and
send it to Box 501, Mountville, Pa., 17554-0501. To volunteer, call 872-6013.

It’s a worthy cause being undertaken by Denise Haldeman and her volunteers,
this week’s winner of a New Era Red Rose Award.



