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Playground project:
Your help is needed

Members of East Hempfield Township’s Haldeman family
— Denise, 4-year-old Daniel, Dennis, 9-year-old Dylan and
12-year-old Dana— stand in front of a sign Monday advertising
Daniel’s Den Playground. Mrs. Haldeman created Daniel’s
Den — a playground-building project scheduled for April 22
to April 27 on the campus of Manor Church — for Daniel,
who has cerebral palsy. She wants to create a place where
Daniel and others will be able to slide, swing and have fun on
equipment accessible to children with disabilities. Donations
and volunteers are needed. Tax-deductible gifts can be mailed
to TFEC (The Foundation for Enhancing Communities), with
Daniel’s Den in the memo, Daniel’s Den Playground, P.O.
Box 501, Mountville, PA 17554-0501. Donations of building
materials and food and tools on borrow are needed from
area businesses. Volunteer workers — carpenters, unskilled
construction workers, food servers, child care providers and
nurses — are asked to contact Deb Franssen at §72-6013. To
learn more about the project, visit www.danielsdenplayground.
org or call Ken Hussar at 898-0024.
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b Daniel’s Den Playground, a fully accessible playground

DAN IEL S DEN OPEN HOUSE where children with and without disabilities can play
side by side, will open Saturday.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony, followed by food, music,

face painting and visits from therapy dogs, will kick off
at 5 p.m.

The 12,500-square-foot playground is located at
Manor Church, on Central Manor Road, about two miles
south of Mountville, on land donated by the church.

Daniel’s Den is the culmination of a two-year
campaign by Centerville resident Denise Haldeman,
whose 5-year-old son has cerebral palsy and uses a
wheelchair.

The playground is equipped with ramps, high-backed
seats on swings, elevated sandboxes with corner chairs,
and a rubber track-like surface.

More than 2,000 workers helped construct the
playground, the first of its kind in the county, during
Build Week (April 22 to 27). Volunteers ranged from
teens to people in their 70s. The initial goal was to
gather 1,000 volunteers.

In addition, thousands of individuals, corporations and
government agencies contributed more than $300,000
to the effort; $40,000 is still needed to pay outstanding
expenses.

For details, contact Denise Haldeman, 898-6018 or
490-5443; or project treasurer Bryan Gerlach, of Manor
Church, 285-3818.

Go to www.danielsdenplayground.org.
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Everybody
Plays

Daniel’s Den Playground, named
for Daniel Haldeman, pictured
here, will open Saturday. The
fully accessible playground,
where children with and without
disabilities can play side by side,
will debut with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony starting at 5 p.m. There
will be food, music, face painting
and visits from therapy dogs. The
event is free, but donations will be
accepted. The 12,500-square-foot
playground is at Manor Church on
Central Manor Road, about two
miles south of Mountville. For more
information, go to the Web site,
www.danielsdenplayground.org.



