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‘For Daniel, other kids’

L,500 volunteers evecting playground in Manor Township wherve
childven with disabilities can play next to ones without.

There was still a stubborn early-morning mist shrouding the area
where crews would soon be working.

But it was still easy for Denise Haldeman, who said the whole
effort was “more than a playground to me,” to see what the finished
site is going to be.

A place for kids from all over, a place where kids without
disabilities “will be able to play side-by-side with kids who have
disabilities, and vice versa,” as she said.

At the site where a playground this week is literally rising from
Manor Township farmland, volunteer Benjamin Mummau was
ready to go at dawn this morning.

“All of this work is for Daniel, and all for the other kids ... so
it’s really for a good purpose,”’ said the 29-year-old Mummau, who
works for Landisville’s Harper Tree Service, which gave him the
time off to volunteer.

Denise Haldeman is the mom of Daniel, who’s now 5, and this
week, she is marking one of the last stages of her 2-year-old
dream.

Starting Tuesday, continuing today and running through Sunday, a
team of professionals and some 1,500 volunteers is putting together
a playground south of Mountville called “Daniel’s Den.”

Being built behind Manor Church along Central Manor Road,
the new playground will offer a potpourri of play for the smallest
people, with or without disabilities.

It’s being built thanks to the land being by donated by the church
itself, the work of the volunteers, and a large fundraising effort that
could still use just a little more help.

“There are so many kids, in Lancaster County alone, who are
going to benefit,” Haldeman said Tuesday, describing some of the
special touches the playground will have for kids who happen to be
in wheelchairs or have disabilities.

It will be equipped entirely with ramps, she said, with no steps to
navigate.

And there will be other things like high-backed seats on the swings
and a “poured-in rubber” track-like surface that will make it easier
for wheelchairs, she said.

“This is more than a playground to me ... it’s the whole community
coming together and supporting all kids,” she said.

Despite the high number of volunteers, the effort could always
use more, and Haldeman points out that the playground will not be
ready for use right away when the work’s done Sunday.

Some of the 1,500 volunteers working on the “Daniel’s Den” playground
are shown on the job Tuesday.

As crews work on the project Tuesday, mom Denise Haldeman (bottom
left) hugs 5-year-old son Daniel (center), who’s the inspiration for the new
“Daniel’s Den” playground. At bottom right is Denise’s husband Dennis,
while above are daughter Dana, who’s 12, and her brother Dylan, 10.



