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Like most children, 3-year-old 
Daniel Haldeman loves to go to the 
playground.

However, his parents, Denise and 
Dennis Haldeman of East Hempfield 
Township, find that most playgrounds 
do not accommodate Daniel’s needs.

Daniel has cerebral palsy, and needs 
to use a wheelchair to move about the 
playground. When he plays on the 
swing set, he needs extra support.

That’s where a group of Millersville 
University students enters the 
picture.

As part of a community service 
project, the five students, all special 
education majors, have teamed up 
with Mrs. Haldeman and the S. June 
Smith Center to create a playground 
for all children, including those with 
disabilities.

“Since many playgrounds are not 
accessible for handicapped children, 
we are working on a service learning 
project for a place for kids with and 
without disabilities to play together,” 
says Millersville sophomore Katie 
Romagnoli.

The plan is to create a playground 
from the ground up. They will be 
looking for a site, either at an existing 
playground or a new location. 
They will need funding for the land 

and for the playground equipment, as 
well as funding for maintenance.

As Romagnoli notes, they are hoping 
to find municipalities, businesses and 
private citizens who will help with 
the playground. They will also be 
looking for grants and other funding 
opportunities. It doesn’t have to be 
a big playground, just a place with 
handicapped accessible ramps and 
equipment that has added support, so 

that children with disabilities can 
play together with other children.

“It would be a valuable lesson for 
both,” says freshman Brittany Wade, 
noting that children would learn 
acceptance and caring in such an 
environment.

The other Millersville University 
students include freshmen Royce 
Hilsinger, Amanda Reynolds and 

Lauren Thompson, who were 
assigned to the project through their 
special education class. All are from 
outside the Lancaster County area.

“One of the first things we would 
like to ask the community is for 
people who are interested in helping 
in the committee to plan and carry 
out the project,” says Romagnoli, 
adding that they are hoping to find a 
plot of land of around 9,000 square 
feet that would be suitable for the 
playground.

Haldeman is pleased that the 
Millersville students are working on 
the project. Her son, Daniel, is in a 
typical preschool classroom and is 
not treated differently by the other 
children.

“You must start them young and 
have that exposure,” says Haldeman. 
“This is so very important to 
everyone, not just the kids with 
disabilities. Kids learn patience and 
kindness.” 

For Daniel, it has a simpler meaning. 
As he puts it, it would be “fun!”

Anyone interested in helping with 
the playground project can contact 
the Haldemans at dlhddh@verizon.
com.

MU students working hard so kids
with disabilities can play

Daniel Haldeman (front) is surrounded by friends from Millersville 
University: Amanda Reynolds (left), Royce Hilsinger, Brittany Wade

and Katie Romangnoli.

The special education majors have teamed up with an E. Hempfield mom and S. June Smith Center 
o create a playground accessible to all children. 


